CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA

Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly
September 23-25, 2026
Juneau, AK

Resolution TA 26-01
Title: Discouraging the Use of Artificial Intelligence to Create Northwest Coast Art

By: Juneau Tlingit & Haida Community Council / Delegate X’unei Lance Twitchell

WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit
& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and

WHEREAS, Tlingit & Haida represents Tlingit and Haida people throughout
Southeast Alaska and beyond; and

WHEREAS, formline design has developed over millennia along the Northwest
Coast, and the creation of designs is an act that requires people to study not only the
rules of design assembly, but also the spiritual significance of clan-owned crests and
histories; and

WHEREAS, Indigenous artists have studied the methods to develop and produce
the highest-quality formline art in the world, and should be supported in their work by
protecting formline design from being appropriated by any non-Indigenous entity,
including artificial intelligence (Al) platforms; and

WHEREAS, the use of Al platforms to develop images that contain formline
design results in inauthentic and erroneous designs, and also increases the chances
that our ways to represent our clan crests and sacred art forms will be appropriated by
technology companies that will profit off of Tlingit and Haida intellectual property;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of
the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened
September 23-25, 2026, hereby discourages the use of Al to develop any formline
design for any purpose;
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all tribal citizens and Tribal entities along the
Northwest Coast are encouraged to commission formline designs from Indigenous
formline artists when looking for artwork for any reason;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Tlingit & Haida condemns the use of formline
design in Al environments and sees such actions as an infringement upon the ancestral
rights to teach, learn, and develop formline design by tribal citizens and Indigenous
peoples of the Northwest Coast;

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that all Tlingit & Haida employees will work with
Indigenous artists to develop a list of contacts to help individuals and entities connect
with artists when looking for formline designs to use in their publications and
announcements.

ADOPTED this 23" day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly
of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska
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