
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA 
Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly  

September 23-25, 2026 
Juneau, AK 

 
Resolution TA 26-02 

 
Title: Removal of Entry Fees at Sheldon Jackson Museum for Tribal Citizens 

 
By: Sitka Tlingit & Haida Community Council / Delegate Alicia “Lisa” Gassman 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit 
& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and 
 

WHEREAS, Tlingit & Haida has the authority to enact Resolutions to safeguard 
and promote the preservation of Clan artifacts, cultural education of its citizens; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Sheldon Jackson Museum (Museum) in Sitka, Alaska, 
established in 1887 and operated under Alaska State Libraries, Archives & Museums, 
houses one of the oldest and most comprehensive collections of Tlingit, Haida, 
Tsimshian, Unangax, Alutiiq, Sugpiaq, Athabascan, Inupiat, and Yup’ik Clan artifacts 
and cultural objects in the State; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Museum safeguards significant cultural, historical, and artistic 
materials from Alaska Native Nations, including traditional clothing, masks, baskets, 
totem poles, canoes, kayaks, baidarkas, jewelry, carvings, ceremonial regalia, tools, 
and other cultural artifacts; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Museum preserves approximately 5,000 cultural items; and 
  

WHEREAS, these collections serve as important cultural resources that 
preserve, interpret, and educate the public about the history, traditions, knowledge 
systems, and artistic achievements of Alaska Native peoples; and 
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WHEREAS, Alaska Native Tribes maintain ongoing cultural, spiritual, and 
historical connections to many of the objects held by the Museum and possess inherent 
rights and interests in the stewardship, interpretation, protection, and potential 
repatriation of their cultural heritage; and 
  

WHEREAS, meaningful government-to-government consultation and 
collaboration between Tribal Nations and Alaska State Museums support the 
preservation, respectful care, cultural education, and appropriate access to Alaska 
Native cultural resources; and  
  

WHEREAS, direct, in-person access to cultural belongings, artifacts, and exhibits 
provides a more meaningful and effective educational experience than viewing 
photographs, digital images, or online representations alone, fostering a deeper 
understanding of the history, culture, traditions, and artistry of Alaska Native peoples; 
and 
  

WHEREAS, the Tribe requests that admission to the Museum be provided at no 
cost to Tribal Citizens, recognizing their cultural connection to many of the collections 
housed therein, in a manner consistent with admission benefits extended to Active-Duty 
Military personnel and their families upon presentation of valid identification; and 
  

WHEREAS, many of the cultural belongings and artifacts displayed within the 
Museum originate from the ancestral communities and traditional homelands of Alaska 
Native peoples and Tribal Citizens should have equitable access to these cultural 
resources for educational, cultural, and intergenerational learning purposes; and 

 
WHEREAS, free admission for Tribal Citizens would promote cultural education, 

strengthen connections to ancestral heritage, and support public access to Alaska 
Native history and cultural knowledge preserved within the Museum's collections;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of 
the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened 
September 23-25, 2026, hereby recognizes the significance of the Alaska State 
Museum and Sheldon Jackson Museum collections as repositories of Alaska Native 
cultural heritage and supports collaborative efforts that promote Tribal consultation, 
cultural preservation, education, stewardship, and the respectful treatment of ancestral 
and cultural objects associated with Alaska Native peoples; 
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, Tlingit & Haida requests a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Sheldon Jackson Museum to encourage continued partnership 
and free admission for its Tribal Citizens to ensure that Alaska Native voices, 
knowledge, and cultural protocols guide the interpretation, management, and 
preservation of cultural collections for the benefit of present and future generations. 

 
ADOPTED this 23rd day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly 

of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska  
 
 
CERTIFY 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
President Richard J. Peterson 
 
 
 

ATTEST 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
Tribal Secretary Jacqueline L. Pata 

 


