CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA
Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly
September 23-25, 2026
Juneau, AK

Resolution TA 26-05

Title: Increasing Education and Public Activities on the Indigenous History of the Alaska
State Flag

By: Juneau Tlingit & Haida Community Council

WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit
& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and

WHEREAS, Tlingit & Haida represents Tlingit and Haida people throughout
Southeast Alaska and beyond; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska state flag was designed by a 13-year-old Alaska Native
named Benny Benson in 1927 while he was living in the Jesse Lee Home for Children,
an orphanage that primarily housed Alaska Native youth; and

WHEREAS, annual events are held to celebrate the flag every July 9, and the
one-hundred-year anniversary will be celebrated on July 9, 2027; and

WHEREAS, Indigenous histories are often overlooked in public ceremonies and
celebrations in Alaska, and individual Alaska Natives rarely have their names mentioned
and faces shown when teaching those histories; and

WHEREAS, orphanages and boarding schools were precursors to the trauma
related to Alaska Native children in state custody, and also have direct ties to various
forms of abuse and oppression of Indigenous languages and cultures; and

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of all Alaskans to tell complete histories of
place and the impacts of Alaska Native peoples throughout the history of Alaska;

800344 1432 _A_ PO Box 25500 | Juneau, Alaska | 99802 _A_  www.tlingitandhaida.gov



TA Resolution 26-05 Page 2

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of
the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened
September 23-25, 2026, hereby encourages the President to research ways that
education about Benny Benson and the Alaska state flag can be improved upon in both
public education and celebratory events;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Tlingit & Haida will work with the Alaska
Department of Education & Early Development to ensure that Alaska Native peoples
and their individual contributions to the state are further integrated into Alaska standards
and instruction.

ADOPTED this 23" day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly
of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska

CERTIFY

President Rich

ATTEST
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Tribal Seefetary-Jacqueline L. Pata




