
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA 
Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly  

September 23-25, 2026 
Juneau, AK 

 
Resolution TA 26-06 

 
Title: Establishing a Tlingit & Haida Language Apprenticeship Program 

 
By: Juneau Tlingit & Haida Community Council 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit 
& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and 
 

WHEREAS, Tlingit & Haida represents Tlingit and Haida people throughout 
Southeast Alaska and beyond; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Lingít and X̱aad Kíl languages are fundamental to the identity, 
culture, traditional knowledge, values, and ways of life of the Tlingit and Haida people 
and are an essential part of Haa Kusteeyí and our traditional ways of life; and 
 

WHEREAS, generations of Tlingit and Haida people experienced policies and 
practices that discouraged or prohibited the speaking and teaching of our Native 
languages, contributing to the decline in the number of high fluency speakers; and 
 

WHEREAS, our remaining high fluency and advanced speakers possess 
invaluable knowledge, and there is an urgent need to create meaningful opportunities 
for them to pass their language knowledge to younger generations; and 

 
WHEREAS, language revitalization requires consistent interaction between 

speakers and learners, and paid apprenticeships would allow tribal citizens to dedicate 
meaningful time to learning without requiring high fluency speakers or apprentices to 
volunteer the substantial time necessary to develop language proficiency; and 
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WHEREAS, pairing high fluency and advanced speakers with committed 
apprentices provides an opportunity for language learning through conversation, cultural 
activities, traditional practices, storytelling, and everyday use of the language; and 
 

WHEREAS, investing directly in tribal citizens who are committed to becoming 
speakers will help develop the next generation of language teachers, cultural knowledge 
holders, and community leaders who can continue passing our languages to future 
generations; and 
 

WHEREAS, establishing measurable annual goals for participation, instructional 
hours, language proficiency, and the development of new speakers will allow Tribal 
Delegates and tribal citizens to evaluate the effectiveness and continued growth of 
language revitalization efforts; 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of 
the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened 
September 23-25, 2026, hereby supports the Tribe exploring pathways to the 
establishment and/or expansion of a paid Tlingit & Haida Language Apprenticeship 
Program that pairs high fluency or advanced Lingít and X̱aad Kíl speakers with tribal 
citizen apprentices who are committed to developing conversational and advanced 
language proficiency;  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Tlingit & Haida, as part of exploring pathways 
to the establishment and/or expansion of a paid Tlingit & Haida Language 
Apprenticeship Program, will investigate and identify potential sustainable funding, 
including Tribal resources, federal grants, philanthropic funding, and other available 
language revitalization resources, to compensate both language speakers and 
apprentices for their dedicated instructional and learning time;  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, the Tribe acknowledges that any Tlingit & 
Haida Language Apprenticeship Program should include annual measurable goals that 
include, at minimum, the number of speaker-apprentice partnerships supported, the 
number of language instruction and immersion hours completed, apprentice retention 
and progression, and demonstrated growth in conversational language proficiency;  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tribe acknowledges that opportunities 
within any future Tlingit & Haida Language Apprenticeship Program should be made 
available to tribal citizens of different ages, with particular emphasis on developing 
younger and emerging speakers who demonstrate a commitment to carrying the 
language forward and sharing their knowledge with future generations;  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tribe acknowledges that high fluency 
speakers, language teachers, culture bearers, and other appropriate Tlingit and Haida 
language experts should be meaningfully involved in developing any future Tlingit & 
Haida Language Apprenticeship Program, including determining appropriate teaching 
methods and measures of language proficiency;  
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Tribe acknowledges that an annual report 
to the Tribal Assembly on the progress of any Tlingit & Haida Language Apprenticeship 
Program, including participation, instructional hours, language proficiency progress, 
funding invested, and recommendations for expanding the number of Tlingit and Haida 
speakers throughout our communities, should be provided. 

 
ADOPTED this 25th day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly 

of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska  
 
 
CERTIFY 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
President Richard J. Peterson 
 
 
 

ATTEST 
 
 

 
______________________________ 

Tribal Secretary Michelle D. Martin 
 


