CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA
Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly
September 23-25, 2026
Juneau, AK

Resolution TA 26-07
Title: Establishing Lingit Language and Xaad Kil Language K-12 Schools

By: Juneau Tlingit & Haida Community Council / Delegate X'unei Lance Twitchel

WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit
& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and

WHEREAS, Tlingit & Haida represents Tlingit and Haida people throughout
Southeast Alaska and beyond; and

WHEREAS, the Lingit language and Xaad Kil language are severely
endangered, with fewer than ten high fluency speakers remaining of each language;
and

WHEREAS, the loss of our Indigenous languages will result in losses that are
beyond measure at the spiritual, emotional, and intellectual levels and will result in
continued physical and psychological suffering; and

WHEREAS, the Tlingit & Haida adopted Statute 8 at the 2015 Tribal Assembly
with the intention of opening language nests and language medium schools; and

WHEREAS, the Haa Y6o X'atangi Kudi Language Immersion Nest opened on April 30,
2019, and the Xantsii Naay Haida Immersion Preschool opened in Hydaburg, Alaska, in
fall 2018; and

WHEREAS, the language medium schools Ke Kula ‘o Nawahiokalani‘Gpu‘u

(Hawaiian), Waadookodaading Ojibwe Language Institute (Ojibwe), and Salish
Language Immersion School have produced high fluency speakers of their languages;
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of
the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened
September 23-25, 2026, hereby commits to exploring pathways to opening language
medium schools in Lingit and Xaad Kil, with the goal of beginning with kindergarten and
increasing the size of the school by one grade level as feasible;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Tlingit & Haida will continue its efforts to
assert sovereignty in the education of its citizens, including, in part, by exploring the
development of the Alaska Native Language Schools Consortium, which would link all
Alaska Native language nests, dual-language schools, and language medium schools
through a statewide school district;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any curriculum developed for any eventual
language programs shall be made publicly available for use by all tribal citizens;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Executive Council shall hear reports on
the status of any eventual language medium school development in order to ensure that
efforts are on track;

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that Tlingit & Haida commits to exploring
partnerships with Sealaska Heritage Institute, Goldbelt Heritage Foundation, the
University of Alaska Southeast, Yukon Native Language Centre, and all other relevant
Tribal partners to increase the use and accessibility of our Indigenous languages
throughout our region.

ADOPTED this 25" day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly
of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska
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