CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA
Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly
September 23-25, 2026
Juneau, AK

Resolution TA 26-08
Title: Establishment of a Student Mentorship Program

By: Seattle Tlingit & Haida Community Council

WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit
& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and

WHEREAS, higher education provides Tribal citizens with valuable opportunities
to develop professional skills, leadership abilities, and specialized knowledge that
benefit both individual students and tribal communities; and

WHEREAS, many Tribal citizens pursuing college, vocational, technical,
undergraduate, graduate, and professional degrees would benefit from mentorship,
career guidance, networking opportunities, and support from experienced tribal leaders,
professionals, and subject matter experts; and

WHEREAS, Tlingit & Haida currently supports leadership development through
programs such as the Emerging Leader Program, which serves a specific purpose and
population; and

WHEREAS, there is a need for a separate mentorship program that is available
to all enrolled college students regardless of age, that recognizes the diverse
educational paths of Tribal citizens, and supports both traditional and non-traditional
students pursuing higher education goals; and

WHEREAS, existing partnerships between Tlingit & Haida and institutions of
higher education, including the University of Alaska Southeast, provide a strong
foundation for expanding mentorship, professional development, networking
opportunities, and academic support for tribal citizens enrolled in post-secondary
education programs;
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of
the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened
September 23-25, 2026, hereby supports exploring pathways to the creation of a
Student Mentorship Program for Tribal citizens enrolled in accredited colleges,
universities, technical schools, vocational programs, graduate programs, and
professional schools;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that participation in any eventual Student
Mentorship Program shall not be restricted by age and shall be available to eligible tribal
citizens who are actively pursuing post-secondary education regardless of whether they
are traditional or non-traditional students;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Tlingit & Haida, as part of any eventual
Student Mentorship Program, is encouraged to develop partnerships between students
and mentors, including tribal leaders, elders, professionals, educators, and alumni, in
order to provide academic support, career development guidance, cultural knowledge,
and networking opportunities;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Tlingit & Haida shall explore ways to
collaborate with post-secondary institutions and other partner institutions to support
mentorship opportunities for enrolled students through alumni engagement, professional
networking, career exploration, leadership development, and academic success
initiatives in determining the feasibility of any eventual Student Mentorship Program and
in establishing and operating any eventual Student Mentorship Program;

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Tribe will explore whether and to what
extent the Student Mentorship Program can and/or should be developed as a program
distinct from the Emerging Leader Program, and Youth Commission and designed to
complement existing educational and workforce development initiatives in support of
student success and long-term tribal leadership development.

ADOPTED this 25" day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly
of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska

CERTIFY

Z 707

P f
President Richare’J. Péterson—"

ATTEST

W 1) Aot

Tribal Secretary Michelle D. Martin




