CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA
Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly
September 23-25, 2026
Juneau, AK

Resolution TA 26-13

Title: Supporting Protection of Alaska Native Allotment Opportunities and Future Land
Legislation for Landless Communities

By: Seattle Tlingit & Haida Community Council

WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit
& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and

WHEREAS, many Southeast Alaska Native individuals and families continue to
seek resolution of long-standing land claim issues, including access to lands
traditionally used and occupied by our relatives; and

WHEREAS, the five landless communities continue to pursue land settlements to
address historical inequities and provide opportunities for cultural, economic,
subsistence, and community development purposes; and

WHEREAS, pre-existing Alaska Native allotment claims and related land
interests represent important individual rights that should be protected and honored;
and

WHEREAS, Tlingit &Haida recognizes that future federal legislation is needed to
address the needs of landless communities and to provide a fair and meaningful land
base for those left-out communities; and

WHEREAS, the selection, conveyance, or disposition of lands through existing
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) or Bureau of Land Management (BLM) administrative
processes should not obstruct, diminish, deny, impair, interfere with, or preclude future
legislative solutions for landless Alaska Native individuals; and
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WHEREAS, Tlingit & Haida supports an approach that allows Congress, Tribes,
landless communities, and affected stakeholders to identify appropriate lands through a
legislative process without interference from existing administrative claims processes,
while respecting valid existing rights;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of
the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened
September 23-25, 2026, hereby supports the protection of Alaska Native allotment
opportunities and the rights of eligible Alaska Native individuals;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Tlingit & Haida opposes any requirement that
lands considered for future landless community legislation be limited to or selected from
preexisting claims, which should be given priority before any selections, withdrawals, or
administrative actions under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Indian Affairs or Bureau of
Land Management;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Tlingit & Haida supports preserving flexibility
for Congress and affected Tribes and communities to identify lands suitable for future
legislative settlement of landless community issues;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that valid rights and interests of Alaska Native
allotment applicants shall be respected and protected consistent with applicable law;

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that Tlingit & Haida advocates for federal action that
advances equitable land solutions for landless communities while safeguarding Alaska
Native allotment rights.

ADOPTED this 23" day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly
of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska
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