CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA
Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly
September 23-25, 2026
Juneau, AK

Resolution TA 26-14

Title: SouthEast Alaska Regional Health Consortium Notification and Coordination
Protocols with Tribes

By: Juneau Tlingit & Haida Community Council

WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit
& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and

WHEREAS, the SouthEast Alaska Regional Health Consortium (SEARHC) was
established in 1975 as a Tribal health organization and has grown through the exercise
of Tribal self-determination and the transfer of health care programs and services
previously administered by the federal Indian Health Service; and

WHEREAS, SEARHC is governed by a 15-member Board of Directors elected by
Tribal governments throughout Southeast Alaska, reflecting the important relationship
between SEARHC, its member Tribes, and the tribal citizens it serves; and

WHEREAS, Tribal governments have an important responsibility to protect and
promote the health, safety, and well-being of their citizens and need timely and accurate
information to carry out that responsibility; and
WHEREAS, recent and emerging public health challenges, including COVID-19, avian
influenza, opioid and fentanyl addiction, and the resurgence of measles and other
communicable diseases, demonstrate the importance of timely communication,
coordination, and information sharing between Tribal governments and Tribal health
organizations; and
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WHEREAS, decisions affecting the availability, location, or delivery of health care
services can have significant consequences for tribal citizens, particularly elders,
persons with disabilities, and individuals requiring ongoing or specialized care; and

WHEREAS, on July 31, 2026, SEARHC notified Wildflower Court, a skilled
nursing and rehabilitation facility in Juneau, that it would no longer provide primary care
services to residents at the facility, affecting 29 of its 51 residents who received their
primary care through SEARHC and are citizens from Southeast Alaska communities;
and

WHEREAS, the short notification period left affected residents, families, and
caregivers with limited time to identify alternative primary care providers and
demonstrated the need for a more consistent process for communicating significant
health care access and policy changes to affected Tribal governments; and

WHEREAS, regular government-to-government communication between
SEARHC and its member Tribal governments can strengthen coordination, improve
community response, and help ensure that tribal citizens receive continuity of care and
timely information when significant health issues or changes in health care access arise;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of
the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened
September 23-25, 2026, hereby directs the President of Tlingit & Haida to engage with
the SouthEast Alaska Regional Health Consortium (SEARHC) to establish written
notification and coordination protocols between SEARHC and Tribal governments for
significant public health matters and SEARHC policy or health care access decisions
affecting tribal citizens, and urge public comment forums;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President is encouraged to pursue such
protocols through Memoranda of Understanding or another mutually agreed-upon
mechanism that provides, when practicable, for timely advance notification,
identification of potentially affected communities and tribal citizens, opportunities for
Tribal government engagement and coordination, and communication regarding
continuity of care or alternative services when a significant change in health care
access is anticipated,;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the protocols should establish clear points of
contact and procedures for timely information sharing and coordinated response during
emerging or urgent public health threats when advance notification or consultation may
not be practicable;

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the President shall provide a report to the
Ninety-Second Tribal Assembly on the progress made toward establishing such
notification and coordination protocols with SEARHC, including any agreements
reached, actions taken, and recommendations for further action.
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ADOPTED this 23" day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly
of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska
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