CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA

Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly
September 23-25, 2026
Juneau, AK

Resolution TA 26-16

Title: Addressing the Southeast Alaska Childcare Crisis Through Expanded Childcare
Assistance, Advocacy, and Partnerships

By: Sitka Tlingit & Haida Community Council / Delegate Pat Alexander on behalf of
Alaska Native Sisterhood and Alaska Native Brotherhood of Sitka

WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit
& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and

WHEREAS, children are our most precious resource and future leaders; and

WHEREAS, children in Sitka and throughout Alaska deserve access to high-
quality childcare, regardless of their families’ ability to pay; and

WHEREAS, in 2026, an estimated 58% of Sitka’s population 0-9 years of age are
without required regular non-parental childcare; and

WHEREAS, Sitka in general has not invested in sorely needed childcare for
years and some Tribal citizen families are having to work two jobs per parent in order to
keep a roof over their head and food on the table; and

WHEREAS, Alaska Native Brotherhood and Alaska Native Sisterhood and others
in the community have labeled the childcare issue in Sitka as a crisis; and

WHEREAS, many young families are leaving Alaska because rising childcare,
housing, and general living costs make it increasingly difficult to meet basic needs on a
livable wage, while those who remain often must choose which bills to pay each month;
and
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WHEREAS, a growing number of Elders are helping meet childcare needs,
despite the physical and financial strain this support often places on them; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Workforce Investment Board (AWIB) recognizes quality
early care and education as essential to workforce readiness, economic stability, and
crime reduction; and

WHEREAS, the 2024 Governor’s Task Force on Child Care found that 61% of
Alaskans live in childcare deserts, Alaska has lost more than 10% of its licensed
childcare providers since 2020, and called for public-private partnerships to increase
affordability and accessibility statewide; and

WHEREAS, the backlog for access to reliable childcare creates economic and
developmental hardships for those that may need it most; and

WHEREAS, National and State studies confirm that childcare is not merely a
social service but a fundamental economic driver; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation and Alaska’s
Chamber’s Untapped Potential study (2021) found that childcare shortages cost
Alaska’s economy $165 million annually in lost productivity and tax revenue; and

WHEREAS, the Sitka Tlingit & Haida Community Council is aware that some
Tribes are investing funding in providing childcare assistance for its citizens, such as
Sitka Tribe of Alaska that removed all income restrictions on its childcare assistance
program; however, there are limited amounts of funds available; and

WHEREAS, Native corporations do not currently invest money in providing
childcare assistance to full-time students who are parents/shareholders;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of
the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened
September 23-25, 2026, hereby requests that Tlingit & Haida advocate on behalf of
Sitka and other Southeast communities to address ongoing State licensure restrictions
and resource availability to positively impact childcare access within those communities;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tribal Assembly encourages Tlingit &
Haida to explore modifications to its childcare assistance program, as external funding
becomes available, to expand eligibility to more Tlingit & Haida citizens who require
childcare;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that if eligibility is expanded to full-time students,
the program is encouraged to include provisions such as tracking their school
attendance in a timely manner and confirming that they have passing grades while
receiving assistance;
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Tlingit & Haida will send letters to all
Southeast Alaska for-profit and nonprofit Corporations encouraging them to also
establish programs that will provide childcare assistance for the benefit of eligible
program participants that are shareholders or beneficiaries of their Corporation;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Tlingit & Haida will include childcare access,
including the program modifications and advocacy described in this resolution, as a
priority topic in meetings with its appropriate federal and State partners (Congress; the
Alaska Department of Health, Child Care Program Office; and the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Office of Child
Care), Tribal partners (other federally recognized tribal governments), and Native
Corporations;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that expanded childcare assistance and the other
efforts supported in this resolution are to be pursued through external funding,
partnerships, and advocacy, and this resolution does not request new appropriations
from the Tlingit & Haida operating budget;

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, Tlingit & Haida will strive to include childcare in
economic development planning, strategies, and partnerships moving forward.

ADOPTED this 25" day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly
of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska
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