
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA 
Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly  

September 23-25, 2026 
Juneau, AK 

 
Resolution TA 26-21 

 
Title: Support for Elder Population Data and Enhanced Elder Services for Tribal Citizens 

Living Outside the Tlingit & Haida Service Area 
 

By: Seattle Tlingit & Haida Community Council 
 

 
WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit 

& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and 
 

WHEREAS, Tlingit & Haida Elders are highly valued members of our Tribe whose 
knowledge, cultural teachings, histories, traditions, and life experiences are essential to 
the strength and continuation of Tlingit & Haida culture and communities, and Tlingit & 
Haida is committed to protecting the welfare, dignity, and quality of life of its Tribal 
citizens; and 
 

WHEREAS, a significant and growing population of Elder Tribal citizens live 
outside of the Tribe’s traditional service area and desire to maintain cultural, family, and 
community ties to their Tribe and continue to contribute to the social, cultural, and 
economic well-being of Tribal communities; and  
 

WHEREAS, there is a need to better understand and document the number and 
geographic distribution of enrolled Tribal citizen Elders residing outside the primary 
service area of Tlingit & Haida; and 
 

WHEREAS, many Elders living outside the primary service area face challenges 
related to access to healthcare, transportation, culturally appropriate services, housing 
assistance, nutrition programs, social engagement opportunities, and other support 
services; and 
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WHEREAS, accurate population information, including aggregate Elder 
population data, would assist Community Councils in identifying areas of need, 
developing programs, demonstrating community impact, and working with community 
partners seeking federal, state, local, tribal, foundation, and other grant funding to 
provide services to Tribal citizen Elders; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is understood that Tribal citizen information is confidential but that 
Tlingit & Haida may be able to share with Community Councils appropriate aggregate 
and non-identifying population information for planning, grant development, and 
community service purposes in accordance with current laws and regulations and 
consistent with applicable Tlingit & Haida policies and privacy requirements; and 
 

WHEREAS, preliminary information indicates that there are more than 1,000 
Tlingit & Haida Elders residing outside the primary service area, demonstrating a 
substantial need for increased attention to the needs of Elders living outside the primary 
service area; and 
 

WHEREAS, providing appropriate support, outreach, programming, and 
resources dedicated to Elders regardless of their geographic location strengthens tribal 
citizenship, promotes cultural continuity, reduces isolation, and supports the Tribe's 
commitment to serving its citizens wherever they reside; and 
 

WHEREAS, additional coordination, technical assistance, and program support,  
from Tlingit & Haida could significantly strengthen the ability of the Community Councils 
to address the needs of Elders while making every effort to minimize financial hardship 
to Tlingit & Haida; and 
 

WHEREAS, collaboration between Tlingit & Haida leadership, appropriate 
departments, and Community Councils would provide an opportunity to identify existing 
resources, eliminate duplication of services, strengthen referrals, and develop practical 
and sustainable programs and approaches for supporting Elders living outside the 
primary service area; and 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of 
the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened 
September 23-25, 2026, hereby supports Community Councils in obtaining appropriate 
aggregate, non-identifying data regarding the number and geographic distribution of 
enrolled Tlingit & Haida Elders residing outside the primary service area, including 
population information where legally and administratively permissible;  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Tlingit & Haida hereby reaffirms its 
commitment to supporting the health, safety, dignity, and well-being of Tribal Elders and 
supports the expansion and enhancement of Elder-focused services, programs, and 
resources available to Tribal citizens living outside the primary service area of Tlingit & 
Haida; 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that priority consideration be given to programs 
addressing transportation, healthcare access, food security, wellness activities, cultural 
engagement, social connectedness, and housing-related support for Elders; 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that efforts be made to increase opportunities for 
Elders to share traditional knowledge, culture, language, and life experiences with 
younger generations;  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Tlingit & Haida is requested to designate an 
appropriate department, program, or staff member to work with Community Councils to 
identify available Elder population data and establish a process for sharing appropriate 
aggregate information while protecting the privacy and confidentiality of individual tribal 
citizens and adhering to applicable laws, regulations, and policies; 
 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that Tlingit & Haida is encouraged to provide 
technical assistance and departmental support to Community Councils in using 
aggregate population data to identify grant opportunities and develop funding proposals 
for programs and services  and work collaboratively with Community Councils to identify 
needs, develop recommendations, and pursue resources that will strengthen support 
and services for Elders residing outside the primary service area. 
  

ADOPTED this 25th day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly 
of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska  
 
 
CERTIFY 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
President Richard J. Peterson 
 
 
 

ATTEST 
 
 

 
______________________________ 

Tribal Secretary Michelle D. Martin 
 


