CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA
Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly
September 23-25, 2026
Juneau, AK

Resolution TA 26-26
Title: Tribal Citizen Name Changes through the Tlingit & Haida Tribal Court

By: Seattle Tlingit & Haida Community Council

WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit
& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and
WHEREAS, a person’s name may carry important changes to identity, family, clan,
culture, gender, healing, and a sense of belonging; and

WHEREAS, some Tribal citizens may seek a legal name change as an important
step toward ensuring that their legal identity reflects who they are and how they are
known within their families and communities; and

WHEREAS, providing Tribal citizens with an opportunity to seek a name change
through their own Tribal Court would strengthen access to Tribal justice and affirm the
Tribe’s inherent authority to serve its citizens; and

WHEREAS, a Tribal court name change process should be accessible,
respectful, confidential when appropriate, and designed to produce documentation that
citizens may use when updating other Tribal, state, and federal records;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of the
Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened
September 23-25, 2026, hereby requests that the Tlingit & Haida Judiciary examine its
authority and develop a process, consistent with applicable law, through which eligible
Tribal citizens may petition the Tlingit & Haida Tribal Court for a legal name change;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Judiciary coordinate with appropriate
Tribal departments and legal counsel to identify the procedures, forms, privacy
protections, and supporting documentation necessary to make the process accessible
to Tribal citizens;
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that clear public information be provided explaining
the name change process and any additional steps citizens may need to take for
recognition or record updates with state and federal agencies.

ADOPTED this 23" day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly
of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska

CERTIFY
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President Richate’J. Péterson—"

ATTEST
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Tribal Seefetary-Jacqueline L. Pata




