
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA 
Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly  

September 23-25, 2026 
Juneau, AK 

 
Resolution TA 26-28 

 
Title: Opposition to Commercialization of Alaska Native Sea Otter Harvests by Non-

Coastal Tribal Citizens  
 

By: Juneau Tlingit & Haida Community Council 
 

 
WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit 

& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and 
 
WHEREAS, Tlingit and Haida people have harvested and utilized marine 

mammals since time immemorial for food, clothing, regalia, art, trade, ceremony, and 
other customary and traditional purposes, and these practices remain an important part 
of our culture, identity, economy, and way of life; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 (MMPA) recognizes the 

unique relationship of Alaska Native people with marine mammals by allowing Alaska 
Natives to harvest marine mammals for subsistence purposes and to create and sell 
authentic Native articles of handicrafts and clothing; and 

 
WHEREAS, current federal law maintains a connection between Alaska Native 

harvest, cultural practice, artistry, and economic opportunity by requiring sea otter pelts 
sold as authentic Native handicrafts or clothing to be significantly altered from their 
natural form; and 

 
WHEREAS, proposals to allow the commercial sale of intact sea otter pelts and 

their purchase and use by non-Alaska Native manufacturers would fundamentally 
change the Alaska Native subsistence and handicraft exemption and could shift 
economic opportunities from Native hunters, artists, skin sewers, and communities to 
outside commercial interests; and 
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WHEREAS, Tlingit & Haida recognizes the impacts of increasing sea otter 
populations on shellfish and other marine resources traditionally relied upon by our 
people and supports responsible management approaches that protect Alaska Native 
subsistence rights, traditional harvesting practices, and marine resources; and 
 

WHEREAS, Tlingit & Haida supports expanding economic opportunities for 
Alaska Native hunters, artists, skin sewers, and craftspeople from the lawful and 
sustainable harvest and use of marine mammals and believes those opportunities 
should benefit Alaska Native people and communities rather than non-Native 
commercial manufacturers or outside interests; and 

 
WHEREAS, any changes to the MMPA that significantly alter the use or 

commercialization of marine mammals harvested under the Alaska Native exemption 
should be developed through meaningful consultation and engagement with affected 
Alaska Native Tribes, hunters, artisans, and traditional knowledge holders; 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of 
the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened 
September 23-25, 2026, hereby opposes amendments to the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act that would extend the commercial market for sea otter pelts harvested 
pursuant to the Alaska Native subsistence exemption beyond Alaska Native people and 
communities, including to non-Alaska Native commercial interests and international 
markets;  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Tlingit & Haida supports the continued 
protection and strengthening of Alaska Native subsistence harvesting rights and 
supports responsible, culturally appropriate approaches to addressing sea otter 
population impacts in Southeast Alaska that preserve the relationship between Alaska 
Native hunters, artisans, communities, and marine resources;  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Tlingit & Haida opposes amendments to the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act that would allow non-Alaska Natives to commercially 
manufacture handicrafts, garments, or art from marine mammals harvested pursuant to 
the Alaska Native exemption without the free, prior, and informed participation of 
affected Alaska Native Tribes;  
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Tribal Assembly directs the President of 
Tlingit & Haida to communicate this opposition to the Alaska Congressional Delegation, 
the appropriate committees of Congress, the U.S. Department of the Interior, and other 
appropriate federal officials, and to advocate for any proposed changes to the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act affecting Alaska Native subsistence to protect Native harvesting 
rights, Native artisans, traditional practices, and the long-term sustainability of marine 
mammal resources. 

 
ADOPTED this 23rd day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly 

of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska  
 
 
CERTIFY 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
President Richard J. Peterson 
 
 
 

ATTEST 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
Tribal Secretary Jacqueline L. Pata 

 


