CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA
Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly
September 23-25, 2026
Juneau, AK

Resolution TA 26-30

Title: Urging Congress to Modify the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act to
Establish a Tribal Priority for Haa Kusteeyi / Tlagw iitl’ xiinangaa giidang (“Our Way of
Life”)

By: Sitka Tlingit & Haida Community Council / Delegate Alicia "Lisa" Gassman

WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit
& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA)
guaranteed “rural” residents a legal priority for traditional hunting and fishing, often
referred to as subsistence; and

WHEREAS, during the last two Tribal leader summits in 2025 and 2026 that were
co-hosted by Tlingit & Haida and Sealaska, Tribes and Corporation representatives
reiterated a focus for Tribes and Corporations should be to establish a “Tribal”
preference in ANILCA for customary & traditional hunting and fishing; and

WHEREAS, the Sitka Tlingit & Haida Community Council is aware of citizens
who have been negatively impacted when they moved away from Sitka and then moved
back in that they had to buy an out-of-state license to hunt and fish because they were
not a “rural” resident for a time; and

WHEREAS, paying additional Alaska Department of Fish & Game fees should
not be required due to temporary non-residential status; and
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WHEREAS, all Tlingit & Haida citizens should be able to practice Haa Kusteeyi /
Tlagw iitl" xiinangaa giidang (Our Way of Life) and be able to hunt and fish regardless of
their community of residence and without having to get a State license or pay a fee; and

WHEREAS, Tlingit & Haida believes establishing a Tribal priority in ANILCA will
accomplish that; and

WHEREAS, Tlingit & Haida also wants to ensure that only a valid Tribal
Identification, and no fees need to be paid upon presentation of a valid Tribal
|dentification issued by the citizens respective Tribal Government, would be required to
exercise this right; and

WHEREAS, an order of preference for taking of fish and game is needed to
ensure abundant fish and game remain available for taking;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of
the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened
September 23-25, 2026, hereby supports the establishment of a priority for Tribal
hunting and fishing specifically giving all federally recognized Alaska Tribal citizens the
right to Haa Kusteeyi / Tlagw iitl' xiinangaa giidang (Our Way of Life), or exercising our
way of life of customary & traditional hunting and fishing;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Congress should include language that only
requires an Alaska Tribal citizen from a federally recognized Tribe to have their Tribal
identification card on them in order to exercise their right to hunt and fish;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Congress should establish in ANILCA a priority for
taking fish and game as follows:

Tribal Priority (federally recognized Tribal citizens of any Alaska Tribe);
Rural Resident Priority (rural residents of Alaska who live in the location);
Other Resident users (Sport, charter); and

Non-Resident users;
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, Tlingit & Haida will take this request to Congress and
will also encourage other Tribes in Alaska to make this one of their federal priorities so
all Tribes and Native Organizations speak with one voice and there are many voices
advocating for this necessary change of law.

ADOPTED this 25" day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly
of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska

CERTIFY

President RichéJ. Pe; tersonié

ATTEST

Metdle 1) _Hortoi

Tribal Secretary Michelle D. Martin




