CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA
Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly
September 23-25, 2026
Juneau, AK

Resolution TA 26-34

Title: Emergency Declaration for the Invasive European Green Crab Threat in Southeast
Alaska

By: Ketchikan Tlingit & Haida Community Council

WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit
& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and

WHEREAS, Tlingit & Haida embodies the Tribal Value of Stewardship of our
lands and waters such that the natural and cultural resources in Southeast Alaska
remain sustainable for future generations; and

WHEREAS, Many of these resources, including but not limited to, clams,
dungeness crab, abalone, salmon, and more, are under threat from the invasion of
European Green Crab (Carcinus maenas) in Southeast Alaska; and

WHEREAS, European Green Crab have the capability to outcompete native
species of crab for space and resources and to significantly damage critical eel grass
nurseries that many species utilize at various life stages; and

WHEREAS, European Green Crab are widely known around the world as one of
the most effective invasive species as they are classified by the International Union for
the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) as one of the “Top 100 Worst Invasive Species” on
the planet; and
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WHEREAS, the first European Green Crab detected in Alaska was on July 19th,
2022 on Annette Island where to this day the Metlakatla Indian Community has captured
more than 77,000 crab; and

WHEREAS, European Green Crab have since been detected in Ketchikan in
late 2025, and in 2026 with the combined efforts from the Ketchikan Indian Community,
Sealaska, the University of Alaska Southeast, and a local youth program, over 5,000
crab have been captured on Revillagigado Island; and

WHEREAS, confirmed detections of European Green Crab have also been
found near the communities of Hydaburg, Kasaan, Saxman, and the southern end of
Etolin Island near Wrangell; and

WHEREAS, European Green Crab have been partially or completely
responsible for the collapse of several commercial shellfish fisheries around the United
States, most notably decimating the soft-shell clam industry by 75% on the east coast of
the United States; and

WHEREAS, many traditional and commercial shellfish fisheries in Alaska are
already under duress from impacts from sea otters, climate change, and the
mismanagement from the state of Alaska, so adding the impacts that European Green
Crab will have will result in devastating implications on these resources; and

WHEREAS, European Green Crab are currently only known to occupy the
waters of southern Southeast Alaska, but as sea surface temperatures continue to climb
and ocean currents push crab larvae further north, more communities in our region will
be detecting these invasive crab in the coming years;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of
the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened
September 23-25, 2026, hereby declares a state of emergency as a result of the
European Green Crab invasion in Southeast Alaska and will pursue any viable
opportunities to aid in combating this invasion through grant acquisition, partnership
building, education & outreach, and more;
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that Tlingit & Haida calls upon the State of Alaska,
through the Alaska Board of Fish & the Alaska Department of Fish & Game, to make
meaningful efforts to study and mitigate the impacts from European Green Crab on our
food resources and the ecosystem as a whole, Tlingit & Haida also calls upon other
Tribal Governments, local municipalities, federal agencies, the University of Alaska, and
any other entity that has a vested interested in protecting the sustainability of marine
resources in Southeast Alaska to contribute to mitigating the impacts from invasive
European Green Crab in any way they can.

ADOPTED this 25" day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly
of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska

CERTIFY

President Rich

ATTEST
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Tribal Secretary Michelle D. Martin




