CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA

Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly
September 23-25, 2026
Juneau, AK

Resolution TA 26-35

Title: Remove the License Limitation Barring Alaska Tribal Governments from Owning
Limited Entry Commercial Permits

By: Ketchikan Tlingit & Haida Community Council

WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit
& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and

WHEREAS, Alaska Native people and communities are the best stewards of the
fisheries that provide food security, cultural opportunity and economic well-being; and

WHEREAS, for millennia, Alaska Native People successfully stewarded these
waters as a collective, everyone participating; and

WHEREAS, the intent of Limited Entry in Alaska was to keep fishing rights in the
hands of people who depend on fisheries, especially rural Tribal citizens with a long
history of small family fishing businesses; and

WHEREAS, the intent of Alaska’s limited entry program was also to support a
sustainable economic base in the relatively remote Alaskan fishing communities where
fishing occurs; and

WHEREAS, the limited entry permit limits the permit holder to be an individual
who can actively participate in the fishery; and

WHEREAS, annual renewal fees to the Alaska Commercial Entry Commission

are due every year even if you do not or cannot fish it for income that year and the lack
of payment is grounds to revoke the permit; and
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WHEREAS, individual ownership bars Native Tribes and organizations from
direct participation in local fisheries or train its youth for the industry; and

WHEREAS, Many historic and largely Indigenous fishing communities have
experienced significant loss of locally held permits since the implementation of Limited
Entry, with some communities experiencing over 90% loss; and

WHEREAS, Limited Entry permit loss is experienced at the highest rates in
Alaska Native villages and is impacting Alaska Native fishing communities, families, and
livelihoods; and

WHEREAS, it is well-documented that individual, transferable permits can
undermine rural community sustainability and negatively impact rural, small-scale, low-
income, and young fishermen through the creation of high barriers to entry and greater
pressure to sell; and

WHEREAS, Alaska Native Tribal Governments are well positioned with access,
knowledge and infrastructure to overcome the financial barriers and retain local permits
if allowed to be participants on the fishery;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of
the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened
September 23-25, 2026, hereby calls on the Alaska Commercial Entry Commission to
remove the license limitation barring Alaska Tribal Governments from owning limited
entry commercial permits.

ADOPTED this 23" day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly
of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska.

CERTIFY

President Richj%J. Pei tersonié
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