CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA

Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly
September 23-25, 2026
Juneau, AK

Resolution TA 26-36
Title: Ending Water Pollution from Scrub Water Discharges

By: Ketchikan Tlingit & Haida Community Council

WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit
& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and

WHEREAS, a healthy costal ecosystem is central to the health of our Tribal
citizens by providing food security, healthy diet and cultural activities; and

WHEREAS, a healthy marine environment provides key economic opportunities,
including commercial and sport fisheries, and tourism; and

WHEREAS, we Tribal citizens, as stewards of our lands, are responsible for
passing on a healthy place to future generations; and

WHEREAS, most large cruise ships operating in Southeast Alaska's waters
typically burn approximately 45,000 to 80,000 gallons (150 to 250 tons) of fuel daily,
primarily heavy fuel oil (HFO), the cheapest and dirtiest fuel oil sold in North America;
and

WHEREAS, burning HFO releases high concentrations of sulfur, hydrocarbons
and bioaccumulative heavy metals such as nickel, copper, lead, and mercury into the
environment; and

WHEREAS, to comply with air pollution standards, the engine exhaust on a
cruise ship is "scrubbed" by spraying the plume of exhaust with a mist of saltwater, and
this collected saltwater, with its pollutants, can be discharged overboard (open-loop
system) or treated and having the solid landfilled elsewhere (closed-loop); and
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WHEREAS, studies show that discharged scrubber wastewater can harm marine
organisms even at extreme dilutions as low as one part wastewater to one million parts
seawater; and

WHEREAS, environmental data revealed that 17 cruise ships operating in Alaska
logged over 700 water quality violations from open-loop scrubbers over a two-year
span; and

WHEREAS, scrubber pollution can be avoided by using cleaner fuel that is
currently used in locations that ban the use of HFO, such as in Glacier Bay;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of
the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened
September 23-25, 2026, hereby calls on the State of Alaska to ban the use of heavy fuel
oil and the discharge of scrubber wastewater in all of Alaska's marine waters.

ADOPTED this 23" day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly
of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska
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