CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA

Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly
September 23-25, 2026
Juneau, AK

Resolution TA 26-40
Title: Separate Delegate and Community Council Election Contests on Ballot

By: Seattle Tlingit & Haida Community Council

WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit
& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Tlingit & Haida Rules of Election currently conduct the election of
Delegates and Community Council Members as a single election in which the
candidates receiving the highest number of votes are elected as Delegates and the
remaining successful candidates are elected as Community Council Members; and

WHEREAS, this election structure may unintentionally discourage voting by
requiring voters to balance their support for qualified candidates against concerns that
votes cast for Community Council candidates who also seek Delegate office could affect
the outcome of Delegate elections; and

WHEREAS, Tribal citizens should be encouraged to vote for every candidate
they believe is qualified to serve without concern that doing so may disadvantage
another preferred candidate for Delegate and/or Community Council; and

WHEREAS, separate ballots for Delegate and Community Council elections
would provide greater clarity to voters, strengthen confidence in the election process,
and ensure that each office is considered independently while preserving the principle
of one person, one vote;
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of
the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened
September 23-24, 2026, hereby supports Tlingit & Haida, in consultation with the
Elections Committee, Community Councils, and the Office of the President, developing
amendments to the Rules of Election, the Declaration of Intent to Serve, and any other
governing documents necessary to implement ballots for Delegate and Community
Council Member elections as separate contests;

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Executive Council shall present the
proposed amendments to the Tribal Assembly for consideration at the 2027 Tribal
Assembly.

ADOPTED this 23" day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly
of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska.
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