CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA

Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly
September 23-25, 2026
Juneau, AK

Resolution TA 26-47
Title: Establishing Tribal Data and Responsible Artificial Intelligence Standards

By: Seattle Tlingit & Haida Community Council

WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit
& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and

WHEREAS, Resolution TA 23-20 affirmed the right of Tribal Nations to
Indigenous data sovereignty and to govern the collection, ownership, and application of
their own data; and

WHEREAS, Tlingit & Haida maintains citizen, program, financial, legal,
workforce, cultural, language, research, and operational information; and

WHEREAS, Tribal programs and Community Councils may legitimately use
Tribal information for services, planning, outreach, and funding, while sensitive or
individual-level information may require aggregation or access restrictions; and

WHEREAS, without consistent classification and labeling, protections can vary
by program or system and information may move into environments that do not match
its sensitivity; and

WHEREAS, Tribal sovereignty is strengthened when Tlingit & Haida defines its

own information classes and rules for who may access them, for what purpose, from
what devices or locations, and how they may be shared, retained, or deleted; and
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WHEREAS, external requests for or uses of Tribal data may warrant review by a
Tribal data review board or other designated Tribal body to assess purpose, protections,
and consistency with Tribal data sovereignty; and

WHEREAS, identity, device management, encryption, data-loss prevention, role-
based access, conditional access, and audit tools can enforce those rules in practical
phases; and

WHEREAS, artificial intelligence (Al) is increasingly embedded in productivity
software, government, education, language technology, cybersecurity, gaming, and
public services; and

WHEREAS, Al can provide significant benefits while creating risks involving
privacy, inaccurate or biased outputs, cultural misuse, intellectual property, security,
environmental impact, and loss of Tribal control over information; and

WHEREAS, depending on the service and agreement, information submitted to
an Al system may be retained, reviewed by humans, processed by subprocessors,
combined with other data, or used to train or improve models; and

WHEREAS, Tribal language, cultural materials, citizen information, and other
Tribal data should not improve an external model or shared dataset by default without
Tlingit & Haida determining the permitted use, protections, rights, and appropriate
benefit to the Tribe; and

WHEREAS, Tlingit & Haida should establish clear Al rules before sensitive Tribal
information is widely introduced into such systems while preserving practical pathways
for beneficial, low-risk innovation; and

WHEREAS, responsible Al procurement and development should consider
transparency, human oversight, energy and water use, data-center impacts, and
environmental stewardship;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of
the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened
September 23-25, 2026, hereby requests that the IT Governance Team, with the
appropriate Tribal department(s) and subject-matter experts, review existing data and
artificial intelligence (Al) practices, uses, vendor terms, and policies; identify gaps; and
develop proposed Tribal Data Classification, Labeling, Access, and Use Standards,
Responsible Artificial Intelligence and Tribal Data Sovereignty Standards, and an
implementation roadmap;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proposed standards should consider clear
protection levels, including public, internal, sensitive or confidential, and restricted
sovereign information, with cultural, legal, personal, or program-specific designations as
needed;
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the IT Governance Team should consider
minimum requirements for authorized users and purposes, sharing, retention,
encryption, export, printing, copying, external transmission, and audit logging for each
classification;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the IT Governance Team should consider
appropriate access to sensitive and restricted information through approved Tribal
accounts, managed devices, authorized applications, and approved networks or secure
remote access, based on role and legitimate need with documented exceptions;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proposed standards should consider risk-
based controls to limit, when appropriate, downloads to unmanaged devices, forwarding
to personal email, copying to unauthorized storage, or movement into systems with a
lower level of protection;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proposed standards should consider risk-
based approval pathways and practical staff guidance distinguishing low-risk uses from
Al systems handling culturally sensitive, personal, legal, restricted, or other high-risk
Tribal information;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proposed standards should address
whether and under what specific Tribal authorization and agreement Tribal data may be
used to train, fine-tune, improve, evaluate, or otherwise contribute to an external Al
model or shared training dataset, including permitted use, ownership, retention,
deletion, accountability, benefit-sharing where appropriate, and resulting rights or value;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proposed standards should address
disclosure by vendors and partners handling Tribal data of material practices for storage
location, retention, human access, subprocessors, secondary use, model improvement,
commingling, and deletion, with heightened review, security, human oversight, and
auditability for high-risk uses;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proposed standards should consider
environmental impact in Al procurement and development and favor, when practicable,
providers with transparent energy and water practices, efficient computing, and
responsible data-center operations;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the roadmap should identify responsible
offices, exceptions, staffing, training, legal and technical resources, technology, budget
needs, costs, and available funding, with proposed implementation phased by risk and
operational need so beneficial low-risk Al use is not unnecessarily blocked;
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the IT Governance Team will report on its
progress, policy gaps, proposed standards, resource requirements, and next
implementation steps at the next Annual Tribal Assembly, preserving Tribal authority
over its data, knowledge, culture, identity, and intellectual property.

ADOPTED this 25" day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly
of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska

CERTIFY

President RichéJ. Pe; tersonié

ATTEST
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Tribal Secretary Michelle D. Martin




