
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE TLINGIT & HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA 
Ninety-First Annual Tribal Assembly  

September 23-25, 2026 
Juneau, AK 

 
Resolution TA 26-51 

 
Title: Adoption of Title 11, Chapter 04 – Our Way of Life Guardianship and Stewardship 

 
By: San Francisco Tlingit & Haida Community Council / Delegate Will Micklin 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Tlingit 
& Haida) is a federally recognized tribe with more than 38,000 citizens; and 
 

WHEREAS, Article I, Section 2(a) of the Tlingit & Haida Constitution defines the 
Territory of Tlingit & Haida, and the Tribal Assembly has enacted Title 11 (Land and 
Natural Resources) of the Tlingit & Haida Tribal Code, including Chapter 02 (Land Use 
Statute and Land Use Permits) and Chapter 03 (Tribal Trusts); and 
 

WHEREAS, since time immemorial Tlingit & Haida and its Tribal citizens have 
enjoyed an inseparable relationship with "Our Way of Life," known as Haa Kusti among 
the Tlingit and Tlagw íitl' xíinangaa Gíidang among the Haida, which depends upon the 
protection and preservation of the indigenous ecology of the Territory, including the 
Alsek, Taku, Stikine, Unuk, and Nass transboundary rivers and their catchments, 
coastal forests and tidelands, freshwater resources, and the indigenous communities 
that live within them; and 
 

WHEREAS, the political integrity, economic security, and general welfare of 
Tlingit & Haida, including the subsistence priority established by Sec. 11.01.004(C), 
depend upon a healthy indigenous ecology that must be protected against harm or 
injury from waste, abuse, pollution, and abusive consumptive use; and 
 

WHEREAS, the federal and state governments have at times withdrawn from, 
reduced, defunded, or ceased to enforce the environmental, scientific, public health, 
and emergency preparedness protections on which the indigenous ecology and "Our 
Way of Life" depend; and 
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WHEREAS, such federal and state government withdrawal may recur again, and 
Tlingit & Haida, as the original government of its Territory, is best positioned to fill the 
resulting gap on its own terms; and 
 

WHEREAS, the law of Tlingit & Haida is the original form of environmental law 
within its Territory and rests on the indigenous knowledge, belonging, and sense of 
place of its Tribal citizens, clans, and kwaans, which no other government can 
reproduce; and 
 

WHEREAS, the experience of other jurisdictions shows that conferring legal 
personhood on a river or natural resource can shift responsibility from the people to the 
resource, set the resource in competition with those who depend on it, polarize the 
communities that share it, and fail where a guardian lacks funding, guidance, and 
independence; and 
 

WHEREAS, Title 11, Chapter 04 – Our Way of Life Guardianship and 
Stewardship (revised draft of September 4, 2026, Secs. 11.04.001 through 11.04.040) 
has been drafted to protect the indigenous ecology through the traditional practice of 
guardianship and the contemporary practice of relational stewardship exercised by 
Tlingit & Haida in its own name as Guardian of "Our Way of Life" and Steward of the 
indigenous ecology, without conferring legal personhood or legal status on any river or 
resource, while preserving the sovereign immunity of Tlingit & Haida and the customary 
practice of "Our Way of Life" by Tribal citizens; and 
 

WHEREAS, Chapter 04 is built on Chapters 01 through 03 of Title 11 and 
provides for the designation of indigenous ecology resources by resolution of the 
governing body on the recommendation of the Land Use Committee under the 
procedure of Sec. 11.01.017; an Overarching Relational Stewardship Plan, a 
Stewardship Policy, and Stewardship Action Plans developed by the Land Use 
Committee established under Sec. 11.01.005; Stewardship Assessments and Decisions 
that inform Chapter 02 permits and government-to-government agreements; an 
Indigenous Ecology Register and a Register of Authorities; an Our Way of Life Trust 
held by Tlingit & Haida as Trustee under Chapter 03; "Our Way of Life" data held in trust 
with clan and communal property preserved; and enforcement by Tlingit & Haida in the 
Tribal Court and other forums, with litigation as a remedy of last resort; and 
 

WHEREAS, Sec. 11.04.007 provides that Articles I through III take effect upon 
adoption, and that Articles IV through VI and the exercise of standing take effect only 
upon certification by the Executive Council that the Our Way of Life Trust Account has 
been established and funded, the stewardship decision standard and conflict-of-interest 
procedures have been adopted, the Indigenous Ecology Register has been established, 
and the pre-action engagement and dispute-resolution procedures have been adopted, 
so that no appropriation is required by the adoption of this resolution; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section XV of the Standing Rules of Order, a newly 
proposed statute submitted to the Tribal Assembly shall be handled like a resolution, 
conveyed to the Delegates in each community for their review before Tribal Assembly, 
and adopted by a simple majority vote, and technical amendments that do not change 
the intent or meaning of the statute may be made by voice vote; 



TA Resolution 26-51  Page 3 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly of 
the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska delegation convened 
September 23-25, 2026, hereby authorizes the Executive Council to adopt, following six 
months of legal review necessary to remove any risk in Sections 11.04.036(B)-(D), Title 
11, Chapter 04 – Our Way of Life Guardianship and Stewardship, Secs. 11.04.001 
through 11.04.040, as a statute of the Tlingit & Haida Tribal Code and as part of the 
Land Use Statute established by Sec. 11.02 , and to make non-substantive ministerial 
changes as needed;  
 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that upon its eventual enactment by the Tribe, the 
Office of the President shall cause Chapter 04 to be codified in the Tlingit & Haida Tribal 
Code, transmitted to the Community Councils, the Tlingit & Haida Tribal Court, and the 
other governments described in Sec. 11.04.003(E), and implemented in a manner that 
strengthens the belonging of every Tribal citizen and community to the indigenous 
ecology and to "Our Way of Life." 

 
ADOPTED this 25th day of September 2026, by the Ninety-First Tribal Assembly 

of the Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska  
 
 
CERTIFY 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
President Richard J. Peterson 
 
 
 

ATTEST 
 
 

 
______________________________ 

Tribal Secretary Michelle D. Martin 
 


